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lies, the wives of small farmers, mechan- 
ics, and laborers, as well as those who 
hire out their time, servants, mill-hands, 
shop-girls, seamstresses, etc., are still 
self-supporting, still producers, because 
they perform a large part of all the 
lighter manual Jabor needed for the 
sustenance and well-being of the com- 
munity. 


THe FEMININE CONSUMERS OF TO-DAY. 


But the whole class of women who 
keep servants, — a class which is intel- 
ligent and refined, and many of whose 
members are cultivated, accomplished, 
and intellectual, — this immense femi- 
nine host, I say, has sunk from its for- 
mer rank of manufacturing producers 
into that of unproductive consumers, 
i. e. of persons who do not pay back 
in mental or manual labor an equiva- 
lent for the necessaries they use or 
the luxuries they enjoy. Children, the 
aged, and the infirm are the only per- 
sons that in a well-regulated commu- 
nity by right compose this class, — the 
first, because, if nourished and educated 
during their period of helplessness, they 
will grow up producers of material or 
intellectual values ; the others, because 
they may have once been such produ- 
cers, and, were they not disabled, would 
still be so. But for healthy, educated, 
intelligent adults by millions to be sup- 
ported by the extra toil of the rest of 
the community, as educated women are 
now, is a state of things entirely con- 
trary to the natural division of labor, — is 
one of the monstrous defects of modern 
civilization, and perhaps the most fruit- 
ful source of disorder, suffering, and 
demoralization that could possibly be 
devised. 

If the mere necessaries of life were 
given to us, as to an army of soldiers, 
even this would be a heavy burden 
upon society, as we learned during our 
war, when it cost the North one or two 
thousand millions to provide our troops 
with coarse food and clothing and rude 
shelter for four years only. But upon 
us are lavished the wealth and luxury 
of the world from generation to genera- 
tion. The expensive residences, the 
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costly furniture, the rich jewels, silks, 
and laces, the dainty or dashing equi- 
pages, the delicate tables, the thousand 
articles for comfort, convenience, or de- 
light that one sees in even every mod- 
est home, — for whom are they created, 
by whom are they enjoyed, so much as 
by the women of the middle and upper 
classes? And the only return that 
the most industrious of us know how 
to make for it all is to sew,—a few 
hours out of the twenty-four! That is 
to say, after our education has cost the 
country millions, we sit down amid sur- 
roundings worth hundreds of millions, 
to compete with the illiterate Irish 
needle-woman to whom we only give a 
dollar and a halfa day. For plain sew- 
ing we will allow her but seventy-five 
cents, scarcely enough to pay her board 
in an Jrish tenement, and yet few of us 
will pretend to accomplish as much as 
she does, since, even if we would, our 
countless interruptions and distractions 
prevent us. If, then, we value so low 
the continuous toil of our sewing-women, 
what should we be willing to pay for our 
own fitful industry? It would indeed 
be curious to know what one lady would 
give another for the actual labor per- 
formed between Monday morning and 
Saturday night, and yet even this little 
we are losing. Hitherto men have al- 
lowed us at least to make up, if we 
would, the fabrics they sell us. But 
this last corner of our once royal 
feminine domain they are determined 
now to wrest from us. They have in- 
vented the sewing-machine, and already 
it takes from us not far from five hun- 
dred million dollars’ worth of scwing 
annually. Our husbands are clothed 
entirely from the shops, and in all the 
large dry-goods firms they have mar- 
shalled the pale armies of sewing-girls 
to ply the wheel from morning till night 
in the production of ready-made gar- 
ments for feminine wear also. Those 
who set the fashions are in their league, 
and help them to put down private com- 
petition by making the designs more 
and more complicated and artificial, so 
that professionals only can perfectly 
execute them, while they have so mul- 
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